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7:00 PM 

 
The City Council met in a study session at 7:20 p.m. in the 1st Floor Meeting 
Room at the Louisville Public Library at 951 Spruce Street, Louisville, Colorado. 
The following persons were present: 

 
City Council Present: Mayor Bob Muckle   
 Mayor Pro Tem Jeff Lipton 
 Council member Jay Keany 
 Council member Susan Loo 
 Council member Dennis Maloney 
  Council member Ashley Stolzmann 

 
Staff Present: Heather Balser, Deputy City Manager 
 Ember Brignall, Open Space Manager 
 Dean Johnson, Parks Superintendent 
 Lisa Ritchie, Planner III 
 Joe Stevens, Parks and Recreation Director 
 Dawn Burgess, Executive Assistant to the City 

Manager 
 
Members of OSAB  Helen Moshak, Mike Schantz, Graeme Patterson, Jim 

Gibb, Fiona Garvin 
 
Members of PPLAB Dave Clabots, Keaton Howe, Diana Gutowski, Billy 

O’Donnell, Ellen Toon, Mark Newland 
 
Members of Public          Steve Anderson 
 
Call to Order – The meeting was called to order at 7:20 PM by Mayor Muckle 
 
Update – Open Space Designation and Acquisition Policy 
OSAB Chair Helen Moshak said OSAB would like to talk about funding strategies 
and priorities for operations, capital and acquisitions and recommendations on 
reserve policy. OSAB created “Opportunities for Preserving Open Space and 
Improving Trail Connectivity” which they shared with Council in the packet. 
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They appreciate working with Finance Director Kevin Watson and the opportunity 
to review data and participate in discussions. They support continuing to allocate 
general fund revenue. 
 
Continue to iterate on the format of the OSAB Acquisitions recommendations  
Provide information on goal and acquisition strategy.  
 
They want to balance acquisition of fee simple with partnerships. 
 
Chair Moshak reviewed Overview of all properties, rankings, property goals. 
Moshak asked if this list is useful for Council. 
 
Council member Lipton expressed his appreciation. He said it has detail which 
was lacking before. He thinks it will be helpful in future strategic thinking. Council 
member Stolzmann also thinks it will be a helpful tool.  As we shift to commercial 
or residential, our traditional funding sources may not be able to cover. She 
would like suggestions of new revenue generator.  
 
Council member Lipton asked thoughts on land dedication. Land dedication 
happens when land is sub-divided. Chair Moshak said it could be issues of buffer 
space, connectivity. Council asked if OSAB could add whether or not land 
dedications have occurred.  
 
Council member Loo reminded the group of quasi-judicial issues. 
 
OSAB would like to be included in the conversation to set priorities of operation 
and maintenance and influence the discussion early in the development. They 
would like referrals sent to the board before it goes to Planning Commission. 
 
Council member Stolzmann said there are several sub programs that have key 
indicators. Getting feedback annually would be helpful. She welcomes OSAB 
suggestions to key indicators.  Chair Moshak said benchmarking has been 
challenging.   
 
Chair Moshak would like clarification of what indicators mean; OSAB is still 
developing competencies on this. 
 
Council member Keany suggested prioritizing by color on the map. That would 
be useful. He is concerned about commercially zoned parcels on the map.  
Pricing is exorbitant. Acquisition of those parcels can change the City’s financial 
plan. Things can be done creatively around commercial property regardless of 
how it is developed. 
 
Council member Maloney expressed his appreciation. The last column on the 
overview expresses a lot of thought and helps staff and policy makers. It can help 
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shape policy and development over time. Mayor Muckle echoes Council member 
Maloney’s comments. He suggests edits to the map or overlays. 
 
Steve Anderson said re: strategies, the retainer idea is a good one but there are 
other approaches and tax advantages that could influence negotiations with 
potential sellers. 
 
Update – Open Space Zoning 
Open Space Manager Brignall presented an overview of open space zoning to 
be consistent with the Charter. Brignall reviewed map and explained color 
coding. Green – can be zoned, Orange – need more research, purple – field 
research necessary. Brignall asked for Council discussion on the map and the 
color coding. 
 
Parks and Recreation Director Stevens said staff has identified 8 properties they 
believe can bring back for zoning. Stevens thanked Planning Dept, including Lisa 
Ritchie for helping move this process forward. He discussed name changes, ie: 
Harney Pond Open Space and asked for clarification in the future which will help 
them plan for and manage the property. 
 
Mayor Muckle is very happy these properties can be zoned this year keeping the 
City in line with the Charter. 
 
Council member Stolzmann also happy properties are being zoned. There are 
some parcels that need to be added to the map. Some of those parcels have 
complicated ownership. She would like all vacant parcels considered. When 
parcels are zoned she would like classification categories considered for 
management. She hopes to see boundaries.  Stevens said Council member 
Stolzmann raised a text book of issues and they will be discussed with Parks and 
OSAB boards.  
 
Council member Keany said Lake Park has already been designated as open 
space and may be hard to change classification. He supports Council member 
Stolzmann’s suggestion to bring in “remnant pieces of property.” Supports 
changed the name of Lake Park to Hareny Pond Open Space. 
 
Mayor Muckle hopes boards help with the Walnut park area. He would like a 
recommendation on that parcel.  
 
Council member Maloney appreciates the work on this. Thinks it is moving in the 
right direction. 
 
Update – Parks and Public Landscaping Advisory Board 
Chair Ellen Toon thanked board member Mark Newland for his help and thanked 
Council for the opportunity to come before them. PPLAB has been a board for 
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less than 2 years. They discovered they are more than parks, they are also about 
public landscaping. They would like to figure out public landscaping. Newland 
thanked Dean Johnson and Council member Loo for their guidance and 
assistance.  Newland reviewed the slides in the packet including achievements, 
challenges and goals. The Board appreciated having earlier input on referrals. 
 
Challenges include the need for design guidelines. 
 
Council member Stolzmann appreciated the additional activities the board has 
taken on. She is very excited about the Parks Grade Report. This will be helpful 
with the budget. 
 
Consistency is an issue because of the lack of guidelines. Council member 
Stolzmann said it would be helpful if PPLAB developed a streetscape scorecard. 
PPLAB making a recommendation will be very helpful.  
 
Mayor Muckle appreciates the work. He wonders if we need an underpass/trail 
management. Parks Superintendent Dean Johnson said it is addressed in 
greenway definition. He hopes there is consensus with the categories and 
definitions. 
 
Council member Maloney is happy to meet with the board. PPLAB Grade Report 
is a terrific tool; it is a useful tool for a key indicators. 
 
Newland talked about unintentional costs in landscaping: Irrigation, plant 
material.  He said the City gateways need consistency and guidelines. 
 
Council member Keany said the slide show is a great summary.  He appreciates 
how far along they have come. 
 
Council member Stolzmann said if the Board sees a gap, let the City know and 
continue to move forward. 
 
Advanced Agenda & Identification of Future Agenda Items 
Council member like the new format, they want Quasi-Judicial items in bold, 
italicized with “QJ” next to it. 
 
South Boulder Rd RFP– Interim City Manager Balser thinks this will come back in 
January. 
 
A subcommittee of Council will decide who will be interviewed for Boards & 
Commissions.  
 
Interim City Manager Balser said the plant material will be removed from patios 
this week due to frost. 
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Branch site will be open this weekend. Staff will try to put the mobile sign up if it 
is not being used for another purpose. 
 
Adjourn 9:11 pm  
 
Submitted by – Dawn Burgess 
October 11, 2017 


